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1. Introduction
Researchers have long recognized that collaboration
is important to sustain organizational innovativeness
[27][14] and to gain a competitive advantage [7]. To-
day, trends towards globalization are forcing teams
from different locations and even different organiza-
tions to collaborate, leading to an expansion of net-
works and the emergence of virtual teams. Collabo-
rative Information Technologies (CIT) are a key en-
abler of supporting virtual team tasks [25]. Modern
CIT support communication, information flow, and
offer functionalities to facilitate virtual team tasks by
providing conferencing, file sharing, scheduling, and
other tools.
Despite increasing popularity of CITs, recent re-
search suggests that the overall use of emerging CIT
in organizations across many global regions is rather
“limited” [1] and even the use of traditional CIT
(content produced by professionals and distributed
through proprietary platforms) is still rather low [26].
While several reasons could be forwarded for low
utilization, our research focuses on CIT impacts. In
other words, is it possible that despite the expected
benefits and popularity of CITs, their utilization does
not lead to substantial positive impacts? There is
scarcity of large-scale studies investigating this re-
search question. The next section highlights some of
the existing literature on CIT impacts. We then pro-
pose a research model by synthesizing the past.
2. CIT Impacts
Many studies have investigated the impacts of some
specific CIT (for example, e-mail ([11], Group Sup-
port Systems (for a review, see [6]), videoconferenc-
ing [22], Lotus Notes (for a review, see [10]), Wikis
[15], voice conferencing and chat [13]). For most of
these technologies, the results have been somewhat
inclusive when compared with face-to-face interac-
tion. However, significant face-to-face interaction is
not an option for virtual teams and substantial im-
pacts should be expected for virtual teams in order
for them to be considered as a viable option for col-
laboration across time and distance barriers.
A key limitation of the majority of past research
is that the focus has been on a specific type of CIT.
A recent study addresses this limitation by focusing
on CIT functionality [23]. The researchers surveyed
365 group managers in a single multinational cor-
poration and found that the relationship between ef-
fective use of CIT (functionality) and group perfor-
mance was moderated by the environmental uncer-
tainty of the group’s surroundings. A positive rela-
tionship was detected between effective use of CIT
functionality (i.e. chat, email, scheduling, confer-
encing, file and workspace sharing) and the group’s
process efficiency, situational awareness, and project
effectiveness.
Furthermore, supporting virtual teams with CIT
can be a challenging task, especially when team
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members belong to different organizations and the
degree of virtuality varies among the teams. Broadly,
the degree of virtuality is defined as the extent to
which team members are distributed across time and
distance barriers [12]. However, there are different
perspectives on what constitutes virtuality, such as
depth of relationship [24], geographical and/or orga-
nizational dispersion [21], and degree of interaction
and independence [2]. There is evidence found by
Gibson and Gibbs [8] that degree of virtuality effects
team innovation. Martins et al. [16] stress that re-
search should also consider possible effects of virtu-
ality on team outcomes. Thus, based upon the past
literature, “degree of virtuality” could well moderate
the relationship between CIT use and their impacts.
While use of CIT functionalities can have im-
pacts on groups, there is little agreement on the struc-
turing of these group level impacts. As most group
research focuses on input or process factors of col-
laboration ([25], for a review, see [6][5]), there is
also little debate on this issue. The popular TIP the-
ory [18] provides a useful structure: It distinguishes
three group level functions that can be used to struc-
ture group level impacts. The “production function”
leads to a tangible output in a more or less efficient or
effective way. The “group well-being function” de-
scribes how the teamwork influences factors such as
cohesiveness and trust. The “member support func-
tion” describes the individual level impacts of group
collaboration.
It is rather difficult to distill “impacts” from stud-
ies using standard Input-Process-Output models of
group work [25], since factors such as trust can be
regarded as input factors, as “socio-emotional pro-
cess” factors [25] and as the output of an interven-
tion. The research results on CIT impacts may be
inconsistent due to the influence of tasks, i.e., the ap-
propriate technology has to be selected for each task
or even, as Powell at al. [25] argue, there has to be an
appropriate task/technology/structure fit. Also, the
literature is inconsistent in its understanding of tasks.
While the popular Media Richness Theory [3][4] dis-
tinguishes between uncertain tasks and ambiguous
task, other authors [19][9][17] use generic processes
(such as communication, coordination, planning) as
tasks.
3. Research Framework
Based on the literature discussed in the previous sec-
tion, we present our research framework shown in
Figure 1. In contrast to the majority of the ex-
isting studies that have been conducted in this re-
search area, our focus is on the various collaborative
tasks and CIT functionalities. Using this approach
we argue to better cope with the nature of collab-
oration, which is driven by the accomplishment of
specific tasks and the selection of CIT functionali-
ties to achieve them. The focus on CIT functional-
ities also mirrors the efforts of vendors to integrate
more and more functionalities into individual sys-
tems [20]. An implication of this research is the
need to understand the relation between collabora-
tion tasks and CIT functionalities, i.e. how the fitness
of functionalities for collaboration tasks influences
CIT utilization. Furthermore, the research frame-
work proposes that CIT utilization impacts different
levels, i.e. the individual (group member support im-
pact), the group (group well-being impacts) and the
organization (production function impacts). Finally,
the model explicates that the relation of utilization
and impacts of CIT is moderated by the team’s de-
gree of virtuality.
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